XXV
His request to be allowed to see the members of the
:>rking Committee was turned down on the plea that there
LS no indication that the views of the members of the
>rking Committee differed from his own.
Gandhiji in his rejoinder asked that the charges brought
ainst him and the counter-charges against the Government
ght be referred to an impartial tribunal. If the Government
isidered that it was his influence which corrupted people,
ey could keep him in prison and discharge the rest of the
mgressmen.
This letter along with Gandhiji's letters to Sir Beginald
taxwell and Lord Samuel (Nos. 51, 53 and 62) the reader must
ad in full.
1                                           VI
I Items 83-106 included in this section cover Shrimati
!asturbars protracted illness which started soon after her arrest
i 1942 and ended in her death in detention on 22nd of
'ebruary, 1944. Facilities for seeing her near relatives and
etting nursing and medical aid were obtained after protracted
orrespondence, and in almost every case- the relief, when it
ame, came too late.
On her death the request for her body being handed over
o her sons and relatives was turned down and the cremation
tad to take place on the premises of the Aga Khan Palace.
In March 1944 Mr. Butler made a statement in the House
>f Commons which gave a highly incorrect and misleading ver-
ion of the events relating to Shrimati Kasturba's illness and
leath. Gandhiji protested against it, but Government refused
,o make amends. An appeal to Lord Wavell equally failed to
Dring any redress and the final letter from the Government of
'ndia (item No. 106) only added insult to injury.
VII
In the months of November and December a series of facsi-
miles of cartoons and statements of a grossly libellous character
were reproduced from the British press in some Indian news-
papers. They were particularly directed against Gandhiji who
was shown as a pro-Japanese Quisling while Shrimati Mirabehn
was depicted as his tool and emissary. Shrimati Mirabehn protes-
ted against it in a letter to Lord Linlithgow dated the Christmas
Eve, T942, enclosing copies of relevant correspondence which